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Our job is to teach the students we have.
Not the ones we would like to have.
Not the ones we vsed to have.

Those we have right now.
All of them.

Dr. Kevin Maxwell

Educating Eco-Dis Students: The Five R's
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"I just don't understand these 7th graders! You would think they would know how to

behave by now!"

"My student has come to school with the same clothes on two days in a row! It smells

like he hasn't taken a bath in two days either."

"I gave my student's family a gift card to buy[}food and clothes. but I just found out they

bought a game system instead!"
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‘With the population of low income students growing in public schools, more and more
teachers are baffled with trying to understand the unusual ways and norms of their
students. Considering most teachers were raised in middle class where education was
emphasized. they are having a difficult time knowing how to best reach and teach this
now-majority population of students.

Having both personal and professional experience in this area. as well as receiving
extensive training. I have discovered that by ensuring educators are aware of the "Five
R's". they can best be able to reach and teach economically-disadvantaged students to
help ensure their success. Below is an overview of upcoming LinkedIn articles that will

provide more detailed information on each of the "Five R's".

Relationships: Relationships are one of the most
critical aspects to reach and teach under-resourced
students. "With a strong .72 effect size [.72=1-1.5 vears
growth]. student-teacher relationships are in the top 10

of all student achievement factors..." (Jensen. 42). So

many of the students epitomize the statement. "I don't care how much you know until I
know how much you care!"
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“Being unwanted,
unloved, uncared for,
forgotten by everybody.
I think that is a much
greater hunger, a much
greater poverty than thel
person who has nothing
o eat.”

ing definition of \ e Toreas
poverty is 'the extent to which an individual does i

Resources: Just because a student is on
free/reduced lunch. it is possible they may have
mnpl;resources that allows them to offset their
challenges. "To better understand students and

adults from poverty. a wor!

without resources™ (Payne. 7). These 9 resources include financial. emotional.

mental/cognitive. spiritual. physical. support systems. relationships/role models.

knowledge of hidden rules. and language/formal register.

Register: Considering the majority of low

socioeconomic students enter school with less [Know that

vocabulary than their middle class peers. this correlates what you thought L said,

But I'm not sure what you
heard i

into a smaller vocabulary pool to pull from when
[T]oddlers from middle-class
and upper-income families used more words in talking

students communicate.

to their parents than low socioeconomic mothers used in talking to their own children
(Bracey. 2006). This is the cause for the majority of discipline referrals since the

students many times only know how to express themselves from the words thev learned

in school and/or in the home.
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Rules: Due to the majority of 1f a child doesn’t know how to read. .we teach.
If a child doesn’t know how to swim.......we teach.
schools emploving middle class Tfa child doesn’t know how to multiply...we teach.

If a child doesn’t know how to drive. we teach.

many students classified

norms.

as low-SES have difficulties

understanding and adapting. This

can’t we finish the last sentence
is due in part to teachers not

as automatically as we do the others?
taking the time to explicitly ORI STE PR LD

teach and reinforce the "hidden

rules of school"”

Rigor: It is possible to ensure

the curriculum being taught is
gorous, but vari ods of i i

rigorous, but various methods of ¢pecting all children‘the same age

research-based strategies may to learn from the same materials is
like expecting all children the same

age to wear the same size clothing." ~

Madeline Hunter

need to be employed. These
utilizin

could include teachi

songs. mental models, student

voice and choice, verbalizing the

Eclectic-Homeschool.com

"why" of learning the lesson.

role playing. authentic projects.

brain breaks/energizers.

cooperative learning. building working memor;

. as well as many others. The mo:

important aspect to keep in mind is that students' brains can. and do. change if we are

cognizant of how to help them grow





